8. The God of Small Things
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You may fantasize about doing great things for God, being heroic or even a martyr. In reality most of us won’t have opportunities for such spectacular drama, its unlikely it will be our daily fare. Today at school, and everyday, God invites you to faithfulness in ordinary things; such actions transform the routine into something supernatural. Brother Lawrence,(1614- 1691)wasn’t a priest, just a humble servant of the priory–but the presence of Christ was so much about his daily routine that we have forgotten the name of his abbot and abbey but still celebrate his willingness to flow in the Spirit of Jesus when cooking, cleaning the stables and doing his routines. His actions, like yours today, worked out in a spirit of filial duty and love, are powerful and will receive great recognition one day. You and I may never get Teacher of the Year from our graceful nation, but at the close of the age-you will stand with Brother Lawrence to a crescendo of applause and acclaim as the Master Teacher fetes your efforts for the Kingdom. Our daily actions in small things don’t get us acclaim and so we are not drawn by the sirens of pride. Let’s not wait for extraordinary occasions to please God. Brick by brick we are building cathedrals, like the masons of old we won’t see the roof go on the lives of our students –but we go about our routines with the sense that in small things we are building great things, lives that will be of immense importance in the unfolding of the Kingdom. The widow’s mite was affirmed because God saw the heart of the giver, not the magnitude of the act, she was not headline material.

[image: image2.png]


A poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a cent. Luke 21:2

 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!

Proverbs 6:6 (small and insignificant but wise in its industry) 

Wesley, Tozer and other church leaders loved this book-The Practice of the Presence of God, written from collections of sayings and memories put together after Lawrence died in Paris. It is a slim volume that might well inspire you. You can read it for free on line

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/lawrence/practice.html
For Brother Lawrence, "common business," no matter how mundane or routine, was the medium of God's love. The issue was not the sacredness or worldly status of the task but the motivation behind it. "Nor is it needful that we should have great things to do. . . We can do little things for God; I turn the cake that is frying on the pan for love of him, and that done, if there is nothing else to call me, I prostrate myself in worship before him, who has given me grace to work; afterwards I rise happier than a king. It is enough for me to pick up but a straw from the ground for the love of God."   Wikipedia 
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